
THE GREAT TRICK

1 Samuel 28:3-20



THE GREAT TRICK

How many sources of 

supernatural power exists?



THE GREAT TRICK

God – The Bible is filled with evidence of 

God’s power from creation, the 

resurrection, and beyond.

Satan – Does he have power and authority 

here and now?



THE GREAT TRICK

You were the seal of perfection, full of wisdom 

and perfect in beauty. You were in Eden, the 

garden of God; every precious stone adorned 

you … (Ezekiel 28:12-13)

You were anointed as a guardian cherub, for so I 

ordained you. You were on the holy mount of 

God; you walked among the fiery stones. (Ezekiel 

28:14)
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Through your widespread trade you were filled 

with violence, and you sinned. So I drove you in 

disgrace from the mount of God, and I expelled 

you, guardian cherub, from among the fiery 

stones. (Ezekiel 28:16)
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Your heart became proud on account of your 

beauty, and you corrupted your wisdom because 

of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I 

made a spectacle of you before kings. (Ezekiel 

28:17)
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Then another sign appeared in heaven: an 

enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten 

horns and seven crowns on its heads. Its tail 

swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung 

them to the earth. (Revelation 12:3-4)
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Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels 

fought against the dragon, and the dragon and his 

angels fought back. But he was not strong enough, and 

they lost their place in heaven. The great dragon was 

hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, or 

Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was 

hurled to the earth, and his angels with him. 

(Revelation 12:7-9)
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How you have fallen from heaven, morning 

star, son of the dawn! You have been cast down 

to the earth, you who once laid low the nations! 

You said in your heart, “I will ascend to the 

heavens; I will raise my throne above the stars of 

God; I will sit enthroned on the mount of 

assembly, on the utmost heights of Mount 

Zaphon. (Isaiah 14:12-13)
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I will ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will 

make myself like the Most High.” But you are 

brought down to the realm of the dead, to the 

depths of the pit. (Isaiah 14:14-15)
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The Fall …

Ruler of the kingdom of the air – Ephesians 

2:2

Ruler of this world – John 12:31

Prince of this world – John 16:11

God of this age – 2 Corinthians 4:4
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Is there evidence of demonic activity in the 

Bible?
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Then he went down to Capernaum, a town in Galilee, 

and on the Sabbath he taught the people. They were 

amazed at his teaching, because his words had 

authority. In the synagogue there was a man 

possessed by a demon, an impure spirit. He cried out 

at the top of his voice,  “Go away! What do you want 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy 

us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” (Luke 

4:31-34)
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“Be quiet!” Jesus said sternly. “Come out of 

him!” Then the demon threw the man down 

before them all and came out without 

injuring him. (Luke 4:35)
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Some Jews who went around driving out evil 

spirits tried to invoke the name of the Lord Jesus 

over those who were demon-possessed. They 

would say, “In the name of the Jesus whom Paul 

preaches, I command you to come out.” Seven 

sons of Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing 

this. (Acts 19:13-14)
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One day the evil spirit answered them, “Jesus I 

know, and Paul I know about, but who are 

you?” Then the man who had the evil spirit 

jumped on them and overpowered them all. He 

gave them such a beating that they ran out of 

the house naked and bleeding. (Acts 19:15-16)
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The answer to the question … there 

are 2 sources of supernatural power 

and authority.
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How does God speak to us?

➢His Word

➢His Holy Spirit

➢Through believers … Godly counsel
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Does God use psychics, horoscopes, 

mediums, clairvoyants, Ouija boards, 

tarot cards, fortune tellers, or anyone 

who practices magic?
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Do not turn to mediums or seek out 

spiritists, for you will be defiled by them. 

I am the LORD your God. (Leviticus 19:31)
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I will set my face against anyone who turns 

to mediums and spiritists to prostitute 

themselves by following them, and I will cut 

them off from their people. (Leviticus 20:6)
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You shall have no other gods before me. 

(Exodus 20:3)
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A man or woman who is a medium or 

spiritist among you must be put to 

death. You are to stone them; their blood 

will be on their own heads. (Leviticus 20:27)
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When someone tells you to consult mediums 

and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should 

not a people inquire of their God? Why consult 

the dead on behalf of the living? Consult God’s 

instruction and the testimony of warning. If 

anyone does not speak according to this word, 

they have no light of dawn. (Isaiah 8:19-20)
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Is there an example of one of God’s people 

consulting a medium and what was the end 

result?

1 Samuel 28:3-20
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Now Samuel was dead, and all Israel had 

mourned for him and buried him in his own town 

of Ramah. Saul had expelled the mediums and 

spiritists from the land. The Philistines assembled 

and came and set up camp at Shunem, while 

Saul gathered all Israel and set up camp at 

Gilboa. When Saul saw the Philistine army, he 

was afraid; terror filled his heart. (vs. 3-5)
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He inquired of the LORD, but the LORD did not 

answer him by dreams or Urim or prophets. Saul 

then said to his attendants, “Find me a woman 

who is a medium, so I may go and inquire of her.” 

“There is one in Endor,” they said. (vs. 6-7)
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So Saul disguised himself, putting on other clothes, 
and at night he and two men went to the woman. 
“Consult a spirit for me,” he said, “and bring up for me 
the one I name.” But the woman said to him, “Surely 
you know what Saul has done. He has cut off the 
mediums and spiritists from the land. Why have you 
set a trap for my life to bring about my death?” (vs. 8-
9)
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Saul swore to her by the LORD, “As surely as 

the LORD lives, you will not be punished for this.” 

Then the woman asked, “Whom shall I bring up 

for you?” “Bring up Samuel,” he said. When the 

woman saw Samuel, she cried out at the top of 

her voice and said to Saul, “Why have you 

deceived me? You are Saul!” (vs. 10-12)
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The king said to her, “Don’t be afraid. What do 

you see?” The woman said, “I see a ghostly 

figure coming up out of the earth.” “What does 

he look like?” he asked. “An old man wearing a 

robe is coming up,” she said. Then Saul knew it 

was Samuel, and he bowed down and prostrated 

himself with his face to the ground. (vs. 13-14)
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Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you disturbed me by 

bringing me up?” “I am in great distress,” Saul said. 

“The Philistines are fighting against me, and God has 

departed from me. He no longer answers me, either 

by prophets or by dreams. So I have called on you to 

tell me what to do.” Samuel said, “Why do you consult 

me, now that the LORD has departed from you and 

become your enemy? (vs. 15-16)
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The LORD has done what he predicted through 

me. The LORD has torn the kingdom out of your 

hands and given it to one of your neighbors—to 

David. Because you did not obey the LORD or 

carry out his fierce wrath against the 

Amalekites, the LORD has done this to you today. 

(vs. 17-18)
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The LORD will deliver both Israel and you into the 

hands of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and 

your sons will be with me. The LORD will also give 

the army of Israel into the hands of the 

Philistines.” Immediately Saul fell full length on 

the ground, filled with fear because of Samuel’s 

words. (vs. 19-20)
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Saul died because he was unfaithful to the LORD; 

he did not keep the word of the LORD and even 

consulted a medium for guidance, and did not 

inquire of the LORD. So the LORD put him to death 

and turned the kingdom over to David son of 

Jesse. (1 Chronicles 10:13-14) 
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You can’t run with the devil and walk with 

God.

Different context … same truth.

“No one can serve two masters. Either you 

will hate the one and love the other, or you 

will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve both God and 

money.”    Matthew 6:24
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Another great trick is Satan lulling God’s 

people into being comfortable, not only 

with sin, but by supernatural evil powers 

and authorities.
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