MINOR PROPHETS:
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MALACHI
Israel Doubts God’s Love

‘| have loved you,” says the LORD. "But you

ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ “\WWas not Esau
Jacob’s brother?” declares the LORD. “Yet | have
loved Jacob, but Esau | have hated ...”

Malachi 1:2-3



MALACH]I

Israel Breaks Their Covenant Through Blemished Sacrifices

“A son honors his father, and a slave his master. If | am a father,
where is the honor due me? If | am a master, where is the
respect due me?” says the LORD Almighty.

Malachi 1:6

“When you bring injured, lame or diseased animals and offer them as
sacrifices, should | accept them from your hands?” says

the LORD. “Cursed is the cheat who has an acceptable male in his
flock and vows to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to
the Lord. For | am a great king,” says the LORD Almighty.

Malachi 1:13-14




MALACH]I

Israel Breaks Their Covenant Through Divorce

Another thing you do: You flood the LORD’s altar with tears. You weep
and wail because he no longer looks with favor on your offerings or
accepts them with pleasure from your hands. You ask, “Why?” It is
because the LORD is the witness between you and the wife of your
youth. You have been unfaithful to her, though she is your partner,
the wife of your marriage covenant.

Malachi 2:13-14

So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful to the wife of your
youth. “The man who hates and divorces his wife,” says the LORD,
the God of Israel, “does violence to the one he should protect,” says
the LORD Almighty. So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful.

Malachi 2:15-16



MALACH]I

But | tell you that anyone who looks at a woman
lustfully has already committed adultery with her
INn his heart.

Matthew 5:28



MALACHI
Israel Breaks Their Covenant Through Injustice

You have wearied the LORD with your words. "How
have we wearied him”?” you ask. By saying, “All who
do evil are good in the eyes of the LORD, and he is
pleased with them” or “Where is the God of justice?”

Malachi 2:17



MALACHI
Israel Breaks Their Covenant By Withholding Tithes

“Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask,
‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and offerings. You are
under a curse—your whole nation—because you are robbing
me. Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may
be food in my house. Test me In this,” says

the LORD Almighty, “and see if | will not throw open the
floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that
there will not be room enough to store it.

Malachi 3:8-10




MALACHI
Israel Speaks Arrogantly Against God

“You have spoken arrogantly against me,” says

the LORD. “Yet you ask, ‘WWhat have we said against
you?’ “You have said, ‘It is futile to serve God. What
do we gain by carrying out his requirements and
going about like mourners before the Lord Almighty?
But now we call the arrogant blessed. Certainly
evildoers prosper, and even when they put God to the
test, they get away with it.”™

Malachi 3:13-15



MALACH]I

Two prophesies looking to the future.



MALACH]I

‘I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me. Then suddenly
the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the
covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the LORD Almighty.

Malachi 3:1

A voice of one calling: "In the wilderness prepare the way for the Lord: make
straight in the desert a highway for our God.”

Isaiah 40:3

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea and
saying, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is he who was
spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: “A voice of one calling in the wilderness,
Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him.”™

Matthew 3:1-3



MALACH]I

"See, | will send the prophet Elijah to you before
that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.
He will turn the hearts of the parents to their
children, and the hearts of the children to their
parents; or else | will come and strike the land
with total destruction.”

Malachi 4:5-6
Revelation 11:1-14
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